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The purpose of this transmittal is to provide new and revised guidance as well as clarify existing guidance for the Resource Family Program. Unless otherwise stated, the provisions included in this transmittal are effective 1/1/2021.

New and revised guidance adds fictive kin to the definition of kinship foster parent.  Changes also clarify the requirements that must be met in order to approve foster parents and content is now arranged in an order that follows the process of foster parent approval and prioritizes the placement of children with kinship foster parents.  Changes also clarify the process of initiating placement of children with kinship foster parents, and utilizing waivers to approve kinship foster parents. Revisions clarify timeframes for when background checks must be completed in order to assist local departments in minimizing Title I-VE errors related to foster home approval. Changes to guidance will also clarify the number of foster children that may be placed in an approved foster home and outlines circumstances under which exceptions may be made.

This transmittal and guidance manual are available on FUSION:
https://fusion.dss.virginia.gov/dfs/DFS-Home/Family-Recruitment/Family-Recruitment-Guidance

Significant changes to the manual are as follows: 

	Page(s) Changed (Subchapter, section, page number(s)
	Significant Changes 

	1.1 Introduction
	Adds language to include kinship foster parent

	1.3 Definitions
	Removes the definition of “Kinship Provider” and replaces it with “Kinship Foster Parent” to include fictive kin.

Adds Kinship Preapproval outlining the criteria necessary to place a child with a kinship foster parent

Revises the definition of provider to include kinship foster parent

Removes definition of “Variance” and replaced with “Waiver” in accordance with Virginia code.

	1.4 Requirements to approve a foster parent
	Removes approval process requirements and provides clarity related to the process of approving kinship, foster and adoptive foster parents.

	1.5.1 Requirements to initiate placement in a kinship foster home
	Removes initial approval and adds guidance related to the process of placing children with kinship foster parents immediately when they are identified

	1.5.2 Requirements to approve a kinship foster family
	Adds guidance related to the process of completing approval for kinship foster families and meeting Title IV-E eligibility requirements

	1.5.3 Waivers to allow for placement with kinship foster parents
	Adds guidance regarding the use of waivers to allow children to be placed with kinship foster parents when they are identified.

	1.5.4 Information for the kinship foster parent
	Adds guidance outlining the information that must be provided to kinship foster parents.

	1.6 Background Checks
	Removes mutual family assessment and replaces with guidance related to background checks required to approve foster parents.

	1.6.1. Sworn Statement of Affirmation
	Adds language indicating that sworn statements of affirmation do not expire.  Adds language that background checks must be completed no more than 120 days prior to approval of the provider.


	1.6.2 National Criminal Background Check
	Adds language indicating Criminal Background checks must be completed no more than 120 days prior to approval of the provider.  Also adds language indicating that out of state searches do not expire.


	1.6.3  Central Registry of Abuse and Neglect
	Adds language indicating that a search of the Central Registry of Abuse and Neglect must occur no more than 120 days prior to approval of the provider.


	1.7.1 Initial approval
	Removes section titled “Allowing a Waiver” and replaces it with guidance related to the elements of initial approval of a provider.

	1.7.1.3 Capacity
	Adds language indicating that the number of foster children in a provider’s home shall not exceed 6.


	1.7.1.4 Conflict of Interest
	Clarifies that relatives of an LDSS employee may not be approved as resource parents to serve children in the custody of that LDSS.

	1.7.1.5 Provider Approval Period
	Adds language indicating that the results of background checks indicating eligibility for all adult household members must be obtained prior to signing a certificate of approval.

	1.7.2.4 Training for Mandated Reporters
	Clarifies that resource parents may complete CWS 5962 Recognizing and Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect.

	1.7.6 Home Assessment
	Adds language instructing that the home assessment be documented using the Physical Home Environment Checklist


	1.7.8 The decision to approve or deny
	Removes language related to Emergency Approval 

	1.8 Allowing a Waiver
	Adds language related to temporary and permanent waivers to allow children to be placed with kinship foster parents.


	1.8.1 Waivers for Kinship Foster Parents
	Adds language outlining the standards of approval for which waivers may be granted.  Includes an example of a non-safety related, time limited waiver.

	1.8.2.1 Process for obtaining a waiver
	Instructs local departments to submit the Provider Approval Waiver Request to the regional resource family consultant electronically.

	1.8.3.2  Annual Review
	Language has been added to provide an example of a time limited waiver and instructs the local department to maintain documentation of the waiver in the provider’s file.


	1.10.2.1 Background Checks for new adults entering the household
	Adds language requiring a household member who turns 18 to complete background checks within 60 days.  Also instructs local departments to obtain background checks on Fostering Futures youth.

	1.11.2.1  Criminal Background Checks
	Adds language to indicate that sworn statements of affirmation do not expire.

	1.13.2 Approval of Respite Providers
	Adds language that includes the exception that kinship foster parents are approved specifically for children.




Questions about this transmittal should be directed Adoption & Family Recruitment Consultant:

Northern -Jes Miller (540) 422-6005 or jessica.miller@dss.virginia.gov

Eastern - Flora Harris (757) 552-1151 or flora.harris@dss.virginia.gov

Western –Shawn Bush (276) 698-8004 or shawn.a.bush@dss.virginia.gov	

Piedmont-Marnie Allen (434) 944-2992 or marnie.allen@dss.virginia.gov

Central- Tonya J. Belcher (804) 662-9563 or tonya.belcher@dss.virginia.gov





_______________________
							Nannette Bowler 
							Commissioner 
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